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Shih, Victor C. Factions and finance in China : elite conflict and inflation / Victor C. Shih. Graduate school is often a lonely enterprise, but it was made tolerable by a good group of friends who provided both intellectual and emotional support. The heart of this support network was the "Dimick Street Gang": Christian Brunelli, Robert Fannion, Magda Hinojosa, Maria Goff, Elisabeth Ivarsflaten, Andy Karch, Piret Loone, and Endre Tvinnerheim. Poker also provided an important reprieve from the daily grind of graduate studies at Dimick Street, and those who dared to venture to Dimick Street regularly included Mette Eilstrup, Andrea Sangiovanni, and Alan Silverleib. Others also joined from time to time, but Christian's no-fold pledge was too much for some to stomach. Joe and Jen Wong provided crucial friendship and grilled sustenance. Joe, in his usual genius, came up with the best possible title for this book.
In Beijing, I was honored to befriend a group of extremely bright young scholars, whose input and help were crucial to the success of this project. Our joint interviews with Chinese officials and forays into the Central Party School remain some of the highlights of my stay in China. I still look for advice and counsel from Bill Hurst, Kun-chin Lin, and Matt Rudolph. Maria and I were further kept sane by a generous group of friends, including Adam Bunds, Jen Lin-Liu, Jens Fischmann, Markus Muessig, Colin Wan, Lorenz Luthi, Shirley Hung, and Nick Bartlett. Five a.m. breakfasts at the Den remain some of my fondest memories. Without a doubt, I owe a great debt to the seventy or so officials and bankers I interviewed for the book. In order to protect their identities, they remain anonymous. For the most part, I admired their determination to perform their duty honorably in the face of great pressure and temptations. Lawrence Alberts provided some crucial introductions that gave early momentum to the interviews. Professor Hexing Shi at Peking University generously offered to host me during my year there.
Other teachers and classmates also provided important input and encouragement throughout various stages of my graduate studies. I am especially grateful to members of the performance of democracy workshop and the postcommunist workshop, including Sam Huntington, Robert Putnam, Susan Pharr, Eva Bellin, Yoi Herrera, Gerald Easter, Lily Tsai, Kellee Tsai, Ben Read, Maria Popova, Rory MacFarquhar, Dan Gingerich, Naunihal Singh, and Peter Bruland. Yasheng Huang's work greatly influenced my own thinking on the political economy of China, and it was a privilege to work with him on a project. Suzanne Nielsen, Dave Campbell, Ethan Handelmann, James Fowler, Noah Dauber, Chris Adolph, Shang Ying, Brian Garsten, Sonal Pandya, and Julian
